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Since 1920 the situation within the cotton belt has more than
once undergone a complete change.   The boll-weevil, which had
entered the country in 1892, had by 1920 spread over the greater
part of the cotton-growing area, and it has been estimated that the
damage done by it and other insect pests between 1920 and 1925
amounted to between 20 and 30 per cent of the total crop.    More-
over, labour difficulties had arisen ; after 1017 many negro labourers
had gone to the northern States to work in munition factories,
or to replace men *who  were  on   foreign   service,   and,   finding
better wages there and less race prejudice, had remained.   The
gravity of the situation which developed is indicated by the decline
of the average annual output of raw cotton from its pre-war figure
of 15,000,000 bales to one of slightly over 9,000,000 bales for the
three years 1921-3.    In 1924 a very marked improvement began,
the output once more approached 15,000,000 bales and in   1926
rose to 18,000,000 bales.    This was due in part to a great exten-
sion of the cotton-growing area in Texas and Oklahoma, in part to
weather conditions which proved unfavourable to the boll-weevil,
and in part to the successful combating of that pest by the use of
calcium arsenate.   From 1926 to 1931 the average did not exceed
14,500,000 bales;  as a result of wetter summers there was heavy
loss due to weevils, calculated at 18 per cent for the whole crop
in 1927 and 14 per cent in 1928.  More recently the output of cotton
was  restricted by  Government  decree  and the  area cultivated
fell from an average of 40,000,000 in the five years 1929-33 to one
of 29,000,000 acres in the five years 1934-8,   During the latter
period the crop averaged over 12,000,000 bales, but as the less
productive lands went out of cultivation the yield per acre has
increased and averaged about 250 Ib. for 1937-8.
The production of rice in the United States has undergone great
changes within the last seventy years. About I860, the three
South Atlantic States of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia
produced 90 per cent of the total output, mainly on the delta
lands along the coast. To-day, about 85 per cent of a very much
larger crop is grown in Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas, chiefly
on the wide level prairies in the south-west of Louisiana and the
south-east of Texas. There the temperature is sufficiently high
and water for purposes of irrigation can be obtained, partly from
rivers, and partly by artesian wells from a stratum of gravel between